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Playing and exploring - engagement

Finding out and exploring
Playing with what they know
Being willing to ‘have a go’

Active learning - motivation

Being involved and concentrating
Keeping trying
Enjoying achieving what they set out to do

Creating and thinking critically - thinking

Having their own ideas
Making links
Choosing ways to do things
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1. Aims

This policy aims to ensure:

· That children access a broad and balanced curriculum that gives them the broad range of knowledge and skills needed for good progress through school and life

· Quality and consistency in teaching and learning so that every child makes good progress and no child gets left behind

· A close working partnership between staff and parents and/or carers

· Every child is included and supported through equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice

2. Legislation

This policy is based on requirements set out in the 2021 statutory framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS).
3. Structure of the EYFS

Our EYFS setting has Nursery and Reception. Our Nursery offers 15 hours or up to 30 hours funded sessions. These can be split into mornings, afternoons or full days

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) applies to children from birth to the end of the Reception year. At

Homefield we have a Nursery for children aged 3-4 years and Reception, 4-5years. This policy outlines how

the EYFS is implemented at Homefield C of E VC Primary School.
4. Curriculum
Intent: 
Our curriculum intends to give children memorable and inspiring experiences, opportunities and direct instruction that will ignite their natural curiosity and increase their engagement. Books and stories are woven through our provision and our practice ensuring that children leave the early years with a love of reading and a strong foundation of vocabulary. The curriculum is designed to constantly flow from…

· The known to the unknown

· The familiar to the unfamiliar

· The local to the global

· The first-hand to the secondary
Our early years setting follows the curriculum as outlined in the 2021 EYFS statutory framework.

The EYFS framework includes 7 areas of learning and development that are equally important and inter-connected. However, 3 areas known as the prime areas are seen as particularly important for igniting curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building children’s capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive. 

The prime areas are:

· Communication and language

· Physical development

· Personal, social and emotional development 

The prime areas are strengthened and applied through 4 specific areas:

· Literacy

· Mathematics

· Understanding the world

· Expressive arts and design
These areas are delivered through well planned continuous provision (see definition in Enabling Environments), daily routines and adult led opportunities. We aim for a flexible mix of adult led and child-initiated activities within an environment which is designed to support them. Adult led encompasses whole class input, small group work and intentional interactions during child-initiated learning. Both morning and afternoon sessions provide at least 90 minutes of self-initiated time during which adults and children work together as co-learners and play partners.

Communication and language development
…giving children opportunities to experience a rich language environment where their vocabulary is extended; to develop their confidence and skills in expressing themselves; and to speak and listen in a range of situations

HOW: adults and children interact throughout the day as children engage in play and there are daily opportunities for quality conversations in a variety of contexts. A range of books and experiences provide the context for children to develop their vocabulary in a meaningful and relevant way. Additional support is given where needs have been identified using the WellCom assessment toolkit.

Physical development
…providing opportunities for young children to be active and interactive; and to develop their fine and gross motor co-ordination, control, and movement. Children must also be helped to understand the importance of physical activity in order to pursue a happy, healthy and active life

HOW: Children spend a substantial amount of time outside every day. They build, balance and climb, ride on bikes, play games and run. They develop their fine motor skills using playdough, scissors and pencils, hammers, construction resources etc. At our snack bar children have further opportunities to use kitchen utensils to develop their control.
Personal, social and emotional development
…helping children to develop a positive sense of themselves, and others; to form positive relationships and develop respect for others; to develop social skills and learn how to manage their feelings; to understand appropriate behaviour in groups; and to have confidence in their own abilities. Children will learn to manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs. 
HOW: Small groups enable children to build positive relationships. Children have free access to a wide range of carefully selected resources which builds their independence and confidence. They are expected to take responsibility for putting things back where they belong and keeping the provision well maintained. Children’s levels of wellbeing are monitored throughout the year and adjustments made in order to raise these (using the Ten Action Points, Leuven). Our daily routines enable children to develop their self-care and understand the importance of it. We work closely with parents to support toileting and healthy eating.

Literacy development
…encouraging children to link sounds and letters (phonics) and to begin to read and write. Children have access to a wide range of reading materials (books, poems, and other written materials) to ignite their interest and develop a life-long love of reading. Children will be able to write their names, simple sentences and use writing as a way of communicating for a purpose.

HOW:

· Small group activities support children to develop their ability to rhyme, to hear sounds etc.

· Discrete Phonics lessons are introduced more formally in Reception using the systematic FFT Success for all phonics programe
· Children are introduced to a range of books, stories, songs and rhymes through daily routines and adult led sessions. A list of key books is part of our curriculum map and long term planning.

· Books are placed in all areas of the classroom

· Initially children take story books home to share and then reading books based on their phonics assessment and reading ability.

· Children are encouraged to use many different mark making materials such as pencils, crayons, felt tips, paints, chalks.

· They are taught letter formation as part of their discrete phonics teaching
· In Reception all children work in a small group to develop their writing regularly

· Group reading is introduced through our FFT success for all reading programme
Mathematics
…providing children with opportunities to develop and improve their skills in counting, understanding and using numbers particularly to 10, one-to-one correspondence, calculating simple addition and subtraction problems practically; and to describe shapes, spaces, and measures

HOW:

· Cooking is a real life purposeful mathematical activity

· Maths resources are available on a daily basis for children to access independently

· Continuous provision offers numerous opportunities to develop mathematical understanding – water play, sand, wooden block play, mud kitchen

· Numbers are used as labels in different areas of provision to indicate how many items there should be in a pot.

· Maths rhymes and songs, games and taught sessions both as whole class and in small groups

· Use of consistent mathematical vocabulary by all adults

Understanding the world:

…guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, technology and the environment. We will enrich and widen children’s vocabulary and extend their understanding of our diverse world. From these early stages children are taught the importance of taking care of their immediate and wider environment.

HOW:  Through a well-planned environment inside and outside that provides a wide range of experiences and opportunities. Access to the natural world is critical and so they spend time in our woodland area as well as having opportunities in the dedicated outdoor area. Across the year children are involved in gardening, cooking and woodworking. They go on visits in the local area and visitors are invited into the classroom. They have access to a range of technology including the interactive screens. There are books in areas of provision as talking points and a range of texts have been specifically chosen to support their understanding of the world. Children bring ‘chatterboxes’ to school which enable them to talk about their own lives and their families. As a culturally diverse school we value and discuss similarities and differences.

Expressive arts and design
…enabling children to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials, as well as providing opportunities and encouragement for sharing their thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of activities in art, music, movement, dance, role-play, and design and technology

HOW: Through well planned continuous provision which includes painting, pattern making, modelling, music making and role play. Children are also taught the skills needed such as close observational drawing, colour mixing, making music and dance. They join a singing assembly during their time in Reception and also have regular music sessions with our specialist music teacher. Reference is also made to Musical Development Matters by Nicola Burke.

Definitions:

Child initiated: Children come in with their own ideas and interests and initiate their own activities

Child developed: Children develop their own ideas and interests or develop things introduced by the adults but with little adult support

Adult initiated: Adults introduce new ideas, skills, knowledge, activities, resources and opportunities

Adult developed: Adults take the lead (adult led) and develop the ideas that have been introduced through planned, focussed activities, whole class/small group input and lines of enquiry.
4.1 Planning 

Staff plan activities and experiences for children that enable children to develop and learn effectively. In order to do this, staff working with the youngest children are expected to focus strongly on the 3 prime areas. 

Staff also take into account the individual needs, interests, and stage of development of each child in their care, and use this information to plan a challenging and enjoyable experience. Where a child may have a special educational need or disability, staff consider whether specialist support is required, linking with relevant services from other agencies, where appropriate. 

In planning and guiding children’s activities, staff reflect on the different ways that children learn and include these in their practice. 
4.2 Teaching

Each area of learning and development is implemented through planned, purposeful play, and through a mix of adult-led and child-initiated activities. Staff respond to each child’s emerging needs and interests, guiding their development through warm, positive interaction.

The EYFS is based upon four principles: 

· every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured; 

· children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships; 

· children learn and develop well in enabling environments with teaching and support from adults, who respond to their individual interests and needs and help them to build their learning over time. Children benefit from a strong partnership between practitioners and parents and/or carers.

· importance of learning and development. Children develop and learn at different rates.
A Unique Child

At Homefield C of E Primary School we recognise that every child is a competent learner who can be resilient, capable, confident, independent and self-assured.  They actively seek out relationships and have a strong inbuilt exploratory drive. We also know that children develop in individual ways and at varying rates and that they bring with them their own unique experiences and understanding of the world.

During the EYFS, the children are introduced to critical learning habits - to be observant, investigative, curious, determined, imaginative, adventurous, co-operative and to use reasoning. The children are taught how to learn, how to become successful learners and how to self-regulate.

We tune into children’s interests so that we can plan meaningful learning opportunities linked to these interests. We focus on each child’s level of well-being and involvement as key indicators of how well our children are doing and the impact that our environment and teaching strategies are having on them. 
Inclusion

Children’s attitudes and dispositions to learning are influenced by their school and home environments and we so it is vital that from the start we build links with the families. All children and their families are valued within our school. We value the diversity of individuals within the school and do not discriminate because of differences. All children are treated fairly regardless of race, religion or stage of learning. If children are learning English as an additional language and we encourage them to become fluent in their home language with their families, while allowing them space to develop English as an additional language. We support through signs and symbols as well as providing a relaxed play-based learning environment where language grows and develops naturally.

We do not group children based on notions of fixed ability. Teachers enable all children to access the learning and to achieve as highly as possible. In the early years the children begin to learn to take responsibility for their learning and begin to understand the concept of challenge.  

We give our children every opportunity to achieve their best by taking account of our children’s range of life experiences when planning for their learning. Planning for children with additional needs is in line with the Special Educational Needs & Disability policy.

In the EYFS we have realistic and challenging expectations and meet the needs of all our children through:

· planning opportunities that are based on children’s existing knowledge, experience and interests which develops their self-esteem and confidence 

· using a wide range of teaching strategies – small groups, whole class and individualized - based on children’s learning needs

· providing a wide range of opportunities in a well-planned environment to motivate and support children and to help them to learn effectively

· monitoring children’s progress and taking action to provide support and challenge as necessary

It is vital that all children in the school are safe and develop the skills they need to keep themselves safe. Children are allowed to take risks, but need to be taught how to recognise and avoid hazards both in the real and virtual world. We have risk assessed our environment and opportunities in order to enable children to engage in challenging play.
Positive Relationships

We recognise that children learn to be confident and independent through the development of secure relationships. Staff develop good relationships with all children, interacting positively with them and taking time to listen to them. These strong, warm and supportive relationships enable children to learn how to understand their own feelings and those of others (PSED, 2021).

Teaching is built on the quality of the relationships between the adults and the children and we embrace the Ofsted definition of teaching:

Parents as Partners

We recognise the important role parents play in educating the children. We do this by:

· talking to parents about their child before their child starts our school;

· inviting the children and parents to spend time with their teacher in the provision before starting at school 

· inviting all parents to an induction meeting during the term before their child starts school

· encouraging parents to attend consultation meetings to discuss their child’s progress

· providing parents with a written report on their child’s attainment and progress twice a year

· encouraging parents to contribute observations on Tapestry
· inviting them to volunteer their skills and interests in a variety of ways, eg. Gardening, cooking, building a mud kitchen…

· running workshops, family cafes and providing videos to share our approaches to reading, writing, phonics, maths as well as supporting understanding of how children learn 

· encouraging families to read together and support their child’s development of reading
Enabling Environments

At Homefield we recognise that the environment plays a key role in supporting and extending the children’s development. The indoor and outdoor learning environment provides open-ended opportunities for child-initiated activities where they can develop a wide range of skills and knowledge linked to the seven areas of learning and development. We provide stimulating, real-life resources which are accessible and open-ended so they can be used, moved and combined in a variety of ways. All our resources are meticulously planned to ensure they support every area of learning and development as well as reflecting things children are naturally interested in. Our environment is enhanced in response to children’s emerging interests and needs.

Outdoors

Being outdoors is essential for children’s sense of wellbeing as well as supporting all areas of learning and providing the context for developing the characteristics of effective learning. The opportunities offered to children outside are not the same as what is offered inside. Outdoors will often be noisier, more physically active, larger scale and messier. 

The Nursery and Reception have a dedicated outdoor area which is used all year round in all weathers and so outdoor clothing is needed. Connection to the natural world is important and children have access to the school’s woodland area on a regular basis.

Children have opportunities to:

· Build large structures

· Dig in sand and soil

· Experiment with water

· Explore natural materials 

· Engage in role play in the mud kitchen

· Climb, balance and jump

· Cycle and balance on ride on toys

· Take responsibility for growing fruit, flowers and vegetables

Definitions:

Continuous Provision: Clearly defined areas inside and outside containing resources that have been planned to reflect children’s interests and to promote the areas of learning and development. These are continuous as they are in place everyday throughout the year.

Enhanced Provision: The additions made to our continuous provision which enhance the experiences and opportunities. These may be books, pictures, resources, artefacts, visits and visitors. They are often added in response to children’s interests and lines of enquiries as well as to promote an aspect of learning.

Provocations: These are resources, artefacts, books etc. that are introduced by the adult to provoke children’s interest and thinking.

Learning and Development

At Homefield we recognise that children learn and develop in different ways and at different rates. We value all areas of learning and development equally and understand that they are interconnected. The children have extended time and freedom every day to become deeply involved in the activities and their learning. 

The characteristics of effective learning: These characteristics are the “how” of children’s learning. They are vital for planning the environment and the experiences offered to the children. They are assessed through observation, enabling teachers to analyse any aspects that need further development such as risk taking or reviewing what they are doing. We observe how each child learns to gain an understanding of the characteristics they develop to become effective learners.

• Playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’. As they play they make sense of their world and bring together everything they are learning.

• Active learning - children concentrate, show high levels of involvement and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties. They enjoy achieving what they set out to do

• Creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things. They demonstrate independence being happy to take risks

• High levels of wellbeing – children feel at ease, are comfortable and relaxed. Their basic needs are being met and they look happy and cheerful. They may be lively and full of energy. Actions can be spontaneous and expressive. They are open and accessible to the environment and new experiences. They express self-confidence and self-assurance.

What we believe about play

“It is as they play that children bring together everything they think about feel about and know of people and their lives as a whole. We could say that play co-ordinates a child’s learning. It helps children to make sense of what they learn.”

Tina Bruce, Tuning into Children
Children’s play reflects their wide ranging and varied interests and preoccupations. In their play, children can be inquisitive, creative, questioning and experimental and will learn at their highest level. Playing with their peers is important for children’s development.

Through play our children make sense of the world and bring together everything they are learning. 

The adults actively model play and play sensitively with the children, often following their lead. The children are encouraged to try new activities and judge risks for themselves. We talk to them about how we get better at things through effort and practice and that we can all learn when things go wrong. They practice and build up ideas learning how to control themselves and understand the need for rules. They have the opportunity to think creatively alongside other children as well as on their own. We encourage risk taking and problem solving.

“Practitioners cannot plan children’s play, because this would work against the choice and control that are central features of play. Practitioners can and should plan for children’s play, however, by creating high-quality learning environments, and ensuring uninterrupted periods for children to develop their play.”

(Learning, Playing and Interacting DCSF 2009)

5. Assessment

At Homefield Primary, ongoing assessment is an integral part of the learning and development processes.

Staff observe pupils to identify their level of development, interests and needs. These observations

are used to shape future planning. Staff also take into account observations shared by parents and/or carers.

When a child is aged between 2 and 3, staff review their progress and provide parents and/or carers with a written summary of the child’s development in the 3 prime areas. This ‘progress check’ highlights the areas in which a child is progressing well and the areas in which additional support is needed.

Within the first 6 weeks that a child starts reception, staff will administer the Reception Baseline Assessment (RBA). 
At the end of the EYFS, staff complete the EYFS profile for each child. Pupils are assessed against the 17 early learning goals, indicating whether they are:
· Meeting expected levels of development
· Not yet reaching expected levels (‘emerging’)
The profile reflects ongoing observations, and discussions with parents and/or carers. The results of the profile are shared with parents and/or carers for their child. 

The profile is moderated internally (referring to the Development Matters guidance) and in partnership with other local schools, to ensure consistent assessment judgements. EYFS profile data is submitted to the local authority.  

6. Working with parents

We recognise that children learn and develop well when there is a strong partnership between staff and parents and/or carers.
Parents and/or carers are kept up to date with their child’s progress and development through tapestry and parent learning consultations. The progress check and EYFS profile helps to provide parents and/or carers with a well-rounded picture of their child’s knowledge, understanding and abilities.
Each child is assigned a key person who helps to ensure that their learning and care is tailored to meet their needs. The key person supports parents and/or carers in guiding their child’s development at home. The key person also helps families to engage with more specialist support, if appropriate.
7. Safeguarding and welfare procedures

We promote good oral health, as well as good health in general, in the early years by talking to children about:

· The effects of eating too many sweet things

· The importance of brushing your teeth

The rest of our safeguarding and welfare procedures are outlined in our safeguarding policy.
8. Monitoring arrangements

This policy will be reviewed and approved by the Headteacher and EYFS Leader every 3 years. 
At every review, the policy will be shared with the governing board.
Appendix 1. List of statutory policies and procedures for the EYFS 

	Statutory policy or procedure for the EYFS
	Where can it be found?

	Safeguarding policy and procedures 
	See child protection and safeguarding policy

	Procedure for responding to illness
	See health and safety policy

	Administering medicines policy
	See supporting pupils with medical conditions policy

	Emergency evacuation procedure
	See health and safety policy

	Procedure for checking the identity of visitors
	See child protection and safeguarding policy

	Procedures for a parent failing to collect a child and for missing children
	See child protection and safeguarding policy

	Procedure for dealing with concerns and complaints
	See complaints policy
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