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1. Introduction
Purpose of the Policy 
This policy is designed to uphold Homefield’s commitment to keeping children safe while walking to and from school. We prioritise pupil wellbeing, family involvement, and our local environment. At Homefield C of E Primary School, we encourage safe and healthy travel for our pupils, providing clear guidance for parents and carers as we fulfil our safeguarding responsibilities.
Statutory Guidance:
There are no laws around age or distance of walking to school. A families' guide to the law states: 
“There is no law prohibiting children from being out on their own at any age. It is a matter of judgement for parents to decide when children can play out on their own, walk to the shops or school." 
Parents are legally obliged to ensure their children get to school and attend regularly, but this in itself does not disallow independent travel. However as a school we are responsible for the welfare of our pupils and therefore have to consider what we believe is good practice in ensuring the safety of our pupils. We also have an obligation to alert relevant authorities should we believe a child’s welfare is at risk. 
Legislative and Policy Context
In the development of this Policy we have referenced key statutory guidance and policies, including:
· Keeping Children Safe in Education (KCSIE), DfE (2025)
· Working Together to Safeguard Children, DfE
· Health and safety: responsibilities and duties for schools, DfE
· Ofsted Education Inspection Framework (EIF)
· Norfolk Safeguarding Children Partnership (NSCP) guidance

2. Scope and Applicability
Foundation Stage or KS1 
· No pupil in Foundation Stage or Key Stage 1 should walk to or from school on their own or be left on their own on the school premises either before or after school.  In addition, we will only hand over pupils to named adults or older siblings provided they are 14 years old or above. Pupils will not be handed over to other adults unless the school has been informed by the parent that they have made this arrangement. We also ask that you keep us informed of any changes in arrangements, through communication with the school office according to the Parent Code of Conduct Policy. If no one turns up to collect a child in these year groups they will be kept in school and parents contacted. We will not allow older brothers or sisters in school to collect younger siblings. 
· The Nursery (Foundation Stage 1) has its own collection arrangements.  These are shared with parents which results in all nursery children being taken to and collected from the nursery.
KS2 (Years 3, 4, 5 & 6) 
· There is no set age when children are ready to walk to school or home on their own. It very much depends upon their maturity and confidence. Therefore as regards to pupils in KS2 we believe that you as parents need to decide whether your child is ready for this responsibility. We would still highly recommend that pupils in year 3 and 4 are still brought to and collected from school. 
· Only Year 5 and 6 pupils with written consent may walk alone, to and from school.

Roles and Responsibilities:
• Governors: ensure that this policy is reviewed in a timely manner, either before the review date stated in the policy or before if legislation changes sooner. 
• Head teacher/ SLT: ensure that the policy is adhered to by all stakeholders. 
• Office Staff: ensure accurate record keeping, as detailed later in this policy.
• All staff: ensure that any concerns regarding the safeguarding of children before or after school are reported promptly to the DSL Team.
• Class teachers: ensure that all children walking home have the correct consent on file and that any messages regarding the child’s journey home have been shared with the appropriate parties. 
• Parents /Carers: ensure that they communicate effectively with school with regard to contact details and arrangements for the care of their child before and after school as necessary through the completion of the permission form (Appendix 1).  Changes to the arrangements must be communicated with the school office. 

3. Parental Responsibility and Consent
Parental Permission 
The DfE recommends that parents assess their child’s capability to travel safely, in line with Keeping Children Safe in Education expectations around safeguarding outside of school.

· If parents/ carers choose to let their child travel to/from school independently, they will be responsible for assessing the risks associated with the school route and their own child's confidence. 
· Parents/carers of a pupil in Year 6 and Year 5 can submit written consent to allow their child to walk to / from school independently. See Appendix 1. 

Assessing Readiness for Walking To and From School Alone:

· Parents are required to walk to and from school, with their children to build up their independence, through route finding, road safety skills and general awareness. The most important factor is to consider the suitability of the child walking to/from school alone and if the child is exposed to any risks how they would safely and confidently manage these risks.
· In deciding whether your child is ready to walk to school you should assess any risks associated with the route and your child’s confidence. Work with your children to build up their independence while walking to school through route finding, road safety skills and general awareness. 
· There are lots of ways you can prepare your child to make an independent journey. Children who are driven to school do not have the opportunity to develop road awareness and are therefore more vulnerable when they start to walk to school independently. Walking to school is a great opportunity to learn road safety skills. The best way to do this is to walk with your children from a young age, teaching them about crossing the road, learning how to navigate and a host of other skills. This helps them gain the experience and confidence to deal with traffic and way finding on their own, in preparation for walking with friends or alone when they are older. 
When deciding whether your child is ready for this responsibility you might want to consider the following: 
1. Do you trust them to walk straight home? 
2. Do you trust them to behave sensibly when with a friend? 
3. Are they road safety aware? 
4. Would they know what to do if a stranger approaches them? 
5. Would they have the confidence to refuse to do what a stranger asked? 
6. Would they know the best action to take if a stranger tried to make them do something they didn’t want to do? 
7. Would they know what to do if they needed help? 
8. Would they know who best to approach to get help? 
If you are not confident about how your child would react then you should seriously consider whether you should allow them to walk on their own. 

Requirements for children to safely and confidently to manage these risks: 
· Only Year 5 and Year 6 children with written consent may walk alone.
· Parents must check and agree on a safe route, avoiding fast roads and secluded areas. A single route must be agreed. 
· Children must know the Green Cross Code, understand “stranger danger,” and be able to seek help if needed.
· Children should walk in groups where possible, dress appropriately for weather, and know emergency contact numbers.
· Someone must be home to meet the child, and journeys should not exceed 30 minutes.
· Extra care is needed for walking home from school and after-school activities, especially in winter; collection is recommended when dark.

4. Safety Guidelines for Walking to and from School
· Promoting Road Safety Awareness
We use a range of strategies within school to educate pupils, especially:
· Road safety sessions (in partnership with external agencies such as the local authority road safety team)
· PSHE curriculum links (see DfE’s Relationships and Health Education statutory guidance)
· The promotion of safe routes when walking in the local area for local visits linked to the curriculum.
· Recommendations for Pupils Walking Alone
There are a variety of best practice safety tips, including initiatives such as Think! Road Safety within Schools which asks adults and children to consider:
· [image: lesson thumbnail]Stick to well-lit, populated routes
· Avoid distractions such as phones or headphones
· Use pedestrian crossings and follow the Green Cross Code
· Walk with friends where possible
· Never accept lifts from strangers


5. School Procedures
· Procedures for Arrival and Departure
· Supervision at the Homefield Avenue school gates will be 0830 – 0840 each day.  There will be further supervision on the school playground between 0830 and 0845.
· The Church Lane gate will be locked daily at 0845 and then all late arrivals must arrive through the Homefield Avenue front gate and therefore report to the front school entrance.
· The Church Lane gate will be unlocked and opened at 15:00 for parents to enter with children departing from 15:10. 
· Children will be dismissed by their class teacher at the allocated doors and will be expected to leave the premises immediately to begin their journey home.
Notification Process for Walking Alone
· If you decide that your child is ready for this responsibility in Year 6 or Year 5 then you must inform the school office by email using Appendix 1 or by completing the permission on Arbor. Your child will be prevented from walking home unless this permission has been authorised. 
· Parental emergency contact details must be up to date and recorded accurately on the school system to enable the relevant staff to be able to access this information in a timely manner.
· Your child will also be responsible for their behaviour whilst on the school premises either before or after school. Should their behaviour not be acceptable you will be asked to accompany or collect them until they have proved they can be trusted again. 
· If at any time you need to change arrangements you have made please ensure you let us know in writing at the School Office.

· Procedures for Pupils Not Collected
If a child is not collected or does not have permission to walk home alone Homefield C o f E Primary school will:
· Supervise the child initially on the school playground alongside their class teacher until 15:30.  
· Accompany the child to the school office after 15:30
· Check for any information / communication about changes to the normal collection routine.
· Attempt to contact parents / carers followed by the emergency contacts.
· Keep a record of incidents where parents /carers are late.
· Inform Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) with detailed and times notes of the action taken to support a safeguarding referral if needed (see KCSIE).
· Being reunited with your child will happen at the school office so please report to the office upon arrival at school after 15:30.
· Once a situation has been resolved it is important to establish how and why the circumstances arose and to ascertain whether there is anything that we could reasonably do to avoid a recurrence of this situation. A member of school staff will contact parents / carers to establish this information. 

6. Review and Monitoring
· Policy Review Cycle
This policy will initially be reviewed annually or in line with safeguarding updates.
· Monitoring Impact
We will evaluating the impact and usage of this policy, through:
· Parent and pupil surveys
· Incident log analysis
· Feedback from local partners

7. Appendices
· Appendix 1: Parental Consent Form Template / Guidance for digital submission.
· Appendix 2: Walking Safety for Pupils – Guidance to Share
· Appendix 3: Curriculum Road Safety Links
· Appendix 4: Resources and Contacts
· Think! Education (https://www.think.gov.uk/)
· Local safeguarding partnership
· National Road Safety Week (Brake charity)




· Appendix 1 Parental Consent Form Template / Guidance for digital submission.
I wish to inform you that my child will be walking from home to school on a regular basis.
I wish to inform you that my child will be walking from school to home on a regular basis.

Brief details of the route my child will take (optional)

Parental Agreement:
I confirm that my child is suitable to walk to and from school, knows how to keep themselves safe and is able to deal with emergencies.
I confirm that my child is understands that if they are worried / concerned or something has not gone to plan that they should return to school to seek help.
I will notify the school office immediately should this arrangement change. 
I can confirm I have parental responsibility.  I understand that this is my decision and that the school is not responsible for my child’s actions or wherabout once they are not on the school premises.  
Child’s Name
Class
Start Date
Parent’s Name 
Parent Signature 
Today’s Date
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